
B23 BR Mk1 SECOND OPEN (SO)       D90 

 
15 built 1953; withdrawn 1964-1972; none preserved        64'6" 
 
These etched sides can be built into a complete coach using products from our range as supplied in our full kits; 

please refer to the panel opposite. They can also be used as a basis for a scratchbuilt coach, or to overlay a 

suitable RTR model. 

 

In the early 1950s, virtually all BR passenger services were either 1st and 3rd class, or 3rd class only. An 

exception was the Southern Region boat trains, which carried 1st, 2nd and 3rd class passengers, in order to 

correspond with Continental ticketing arrangements. These “genuine” second class carriages were therefore built 

to bring more modern stock to these services. Seating was in eight 2+1 bays with tables, but these were omitted in 

the fourth bay due to the entrance doors. 

 

In 1956, second class was abolished, and the existing third class renamed second class. As D90 had insufficient 

seats to be used as second opens they were reclassified as FO and all had been relabelled by 1959. Then in 1963 

seven (3501/2/9/10/1-3). were designated as RUO. This was a short-lived experiment as by 1965 all were back 

to FO, with 3501/2/10 spending some of 1964 as RFO. Other than labelling there was no change to the vehicles. 

The first withdrawals came in 1964 when 3500/3/5/8 were transferred to departmental use. All others except 

3512-4 were withdrawn between 1967 and April 1969. The survivors were transferred to the Eastern Region in 

May 1969 and may have run another couple of years, but had definitely gone by the end of 1972. 
 

 

Running Numbers 
 
S3500-14 built 1953 BR Eastleigh 

 

 

Livery 
 
On introduction these coaches were painted crimson and cream, lined gold and black, with black ends. A figure “2” 

was carried on each door, and a green “SECOND” sticker on each large window pane. From 1956 to 1964, unlined 

Southern green was applied, again with black ends, with the class designators changed to “1” and “FIRST” 

respectively. From 1965 onwards, when spray painting was introduced, the ends were painted body colour to avoid 

the need for masking. Also from 1965 the new “corporate image” livery of blue and grey with white lining was 

applied. Lettering and insignia were white. It is likely that most D90s never received this livery. 

 

 

Further information 
 
British Railways Mk1 Coaches (and Supplement) Keith Parkin  HMRS 

BR Mk1 & Mk2 Coaching Stock   Hugh Longworth OPC 
Mark 1 Carriages on the SR   http://www.semgonline.com/proto/BRSCarriages1_5.pdf 

 

 

Wizard Models thanks Mr Parkin for much additional information used in the preparation of these notes. 

 

COMET MODELS components required to complete this carriage are: 

 

Underframe   UB1  Bogies   BB1 

Underframe castings  UCB1  Interior   INT4 

Ends    EB1  End castings  ECB1 

Roof    C10  Roof castings  RC3 

Door hinges and train alarm gear ears 

are available in product C26 

Make grab handles 

from 0.45mm wire 

‘T’ door handles are 

supplied in complete 

kits and are available 

in product C6 

Door hinges 

Door and 

a third 

End A End B 

Scrap views showing additional detailing of sides and ends 
(not all details may apply to this diagram) 

Comet Models is part of Wizard Models Limited, PO Box 70, Barton upon Humber DN18 5XY 
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D90 

UNDERFRAME VIEWED FROM BELOW 

ROOF AND INTERIOR PLANS 

VIEWED FROM ABOVE 

End A 
End B 

UNDERFRAME VIEWED 

FROM BELOW 1. Dynamo   2. Direct admission valve 

3. Vacuum cylinder  4. Lamp resistance box 

5. Regulator   6. Battery box 

7. Distribution fuse box 8. Stepboard 

Cut floor to 

clear end 

Destination board brackets 

Water tank 

filler 

Roof vents 

Common edge 

No tables 

in this bay 


