
B20 BR Mk1 KITCHEN/BUFFET CAR (KB/RKB)     D25 

 
53 built 1960-1961; withdrawn 1976*-1988; 5 preserved            64'6" 
* - 1 withdrawn 1962 due to accident damage 
 
 
These etched sides can be built into a complete coach using products from our range as supplied in our full kits. 

Please refer to the panel opposite. They can also be used as a basis for a scratchbuilt coach, or to overlay a 

suitable RTR model. 
 
The Kitchen/Buffet Car had a large kitchen facility which serviced standard restaurant open coaches with full 

meals. Additionally it provided a bar for drinks prior to the meal and snacks throughout the journey. 

 

All were originally fitted with B2 bogies which were later substituted by the B5 type. 

 

 

Livery 
 
On introduction these coaches were painted maroon, lined gold/black/gold at the waist and black/gold above the 

windows. Ends were painted black. From 1965 onwards, where spray painting of the coaches was introduced, the 

ends were painted body colour to avoid the need for masking. Also from 1965 the new “corporate image” livery of 

blue/grey was introduced. The grey was not carried to the end of the coach and there was a white line between it 

and the blue. Lettering and insignia were white. 

 

 

Running numbers and regional allocation 
 
All were built by Cravens. 

 

M1500-11  built 1960-61   E1547-51 built 1961 

E1512-26 built 1960-61   S1552-53 built 1961 

M1527-29 built 1961   M1554-69 built 1961 

 

 

Further information 
 
British Railways Mk1 Coaches  Keith Parkin  Pendragon 

BR Mk1 & Mk2 Coaching Stock  Hugh Longworth  OPC 

 

 

Modelling notes 
 
These vehicles had under floor water tanks, hence they did not have water filler pipes to the roof. If building a kit, 

the step detail should be removed from both end castings. 

 

All windows on the kitchen side had white glass except the toilet, which had frosted glass, and the end window in 

the buffet, which had clear glass. 

 

The V hangers on the standard underframe etch (Comet Models code UB1) should be discarded and replaced with 

parts “J” on the detail etch included with the coach sides pack. 

 

The position of the inner two tanks cannot be verified. Reduce the tubular sections supplied in pack C19 to 20mm, 

fit the ends and install as shown in the plan and side elevations. 

COMET MODELS components required to complete this carriage are: 

 

Underframe   UB1  Bogies   BB1  

Underframe castings  UCB1  End castings  ECB1 

Ends    EB1  Roof castings  RC3,RC4,RC7 

Roof    C10  Water tanks  C19 

Door hinges and train alarm gear ears 

are available in product C26 

Make grab handles 

from 0.45mm wire 

‘T’ door handles are 

supplied in complete 

kits and are available 

in product C6 

Door hinges 

The ends are identical 

except that the train 

alarm gear is fitted 

only at the end shown 

on the roof plan 

Access door from rail level. 

Steps below part M 

Door and 

a third 

Emergency 

door 

Scrap views showing additional detailing of sides and ends 

(not all details may apply to this diagram) 

Comet Models is part of Wizard Models Limited, PO Box 70, Barton upon Humber DN18 5XY 

Tel 01652 635885, web www.wizardmodels.ltd, e-mail andrew@modelsignals.com 
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UNDERFRAME AND EQUIPMENT D25 

 

Refrigeration 

equipment P&Q 

Propane supply and 

control T, S & R 
Dynamo 

with end 

plates D&E 

Water 

tanks 

Vacuum 

release 

valve 

Note inner water tank  positions 

assumed but cannot be seen 

behind other equipment 



Refrigeration equipment 

parts K&L 

Remove triangular 

block at both ends 

 

Electrical control 

box part O 

UNDERFRAME EQUIPMENT  D25 

1 Reinforce folds with a fillet of solder 

 

2 Build parts K&L, P&Q and S&T as sub-assemblies 

before fitting to the solebar 

 

3 Fit the additional equipment to the back of the 

solebar with reference to the plan and side elevations 

 

4 Fit the cast cross trusses after fitting the additional 

equipment 

 

5 Note that the battery boxes on the corridor side are 

castings. The steps M should be fitted as shown 

under the rail level access door 

Fit overlay onto 

half etched 

portion of part S 

Reduce length of 

tubular section to 

20mm 

Control box N 

Propane storage 

part R 

Slot into 

side of K 

Water tank 

castings 

Slot part S 

into part T 

Top flange allows box 

to be mounted 2mm 

back from solebar 

Fold side 

pieces to 90° 

K 

Propane storage and 

control box parts S&T 

S 

T 

L 

Fold sides 

and top to 

form a box 

Fold top 

forward 

Fold side 

pieces to 90° 

Fold top and 

side  to 90° Fold side to 90°

and slot into part P 

Refrigeration 

equipment 

parts P&Q 

Double fold lower 

section to set it back 

Q 

P 

Fold side 

pieces to 90° 

Fold side 

pieces to 90° 

Fold side 

pieces to 90° 

Modifications to the 

standard dynamo for 

the 10KW version 

Reduce pulley length to 

1.0mm and fit plate E 

File a flat on the domed end and fit plate D 

D 

E 



ROOF PLAN D25 

FLOOR PLAN D25 

Use tank fillers 

for small vents 

Monsoon vent 

fitted later 
Large fan 

cowls 

Cut floor to clear 

end brackets 

Ridge dome 

vents 

Train alarm gear this end 

Pantry Kitchen Staff 

Toilet 

Store/Pantry 

Bar & Buffet 

service 

Buffet 

Ridge dome 

vents 

C  
L 

Note that these coaches were fitted with a pumped 

water supply. There were no roof mounted tanks or 

filler pipes, and no steps on the coach ends 


