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Assembly instructions 
 
There were many differing styles of this 
lamp, both gas and electric, and it is a 
good idea before starting assembly to 
find a suitable photographs by scouring 
the background of shots taken in goods 
yards and loco depots. 
  
If you are using solder assembly, make 
a baseplate from a piece of scrap brass 
about 50mm x 20mm, tin it and low 
melt solder the post to this, ensuring 
that the post is upright and plumb all 
round. 
  
Clean up the sides of the ladder, 
adding wire to the back of the side 
stiles for rigidity and depth, if you wish. 
Curve over the top of the ladder to 
meet the post, just below the top and 
attach it to the sides as in the sketch. 
The ladder should lean at an angle of 
about 1 in 6. Add a wire stay to each 
side for strength. 
 
Make a wire hoop as per the sketches 
and attach this to the top of the post. 
Drill the top of the lamp casing and 
insert a wire hanger, with a hook on the 
top to hang it from the hoop which you 
have just fixed. 
 
For a working lamp, either drill out the 
lamp casting to fit a light source or 
replace it entirely. The post can be 
used to form one half of the electrical 
circuit. The other half should be a thin 
wire (or a thicker one to represent a 
gas pipe) taken down the post, or use 
two wires mounted on poles like the old
-style street lights.  
 
Painting 
 
Clean up and spray the whole thing 
with matt white primer. Paint styles 
varied:  
GWR - post stone, post base and 
ladder plum brown 
SR - post light stone, post base and 

ladder dark green  
MR - post light stone, post base and 
ladder bauxite  
LNWR - post buff, post base and ladder 
brown  
LNER - post white, post base and 
ladder black 
  
The lamp globe should be painted 
white mixed with a drop of yellow and a 
dry brushing of silver over the top.  

Scrap brass 
base 

Wire peg located in 
hole in casting top 

Stages in forming lamp 
hoop from 26swg wire 

1. Square-
nosed pliers 

2. Curve between 
finger and thumb 

3. Curve around a 
small diameter former 

4. Reverse curve 
and trim 

Not to scale! 


