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GWR 1400 0-4-2T 
BODY & CAB 
DETAILING KIT 
 

This kit provides alternative and 
additional parts to upgrade and 
detail the popular plastic-bodied 
1400 originally introduced by 
Airfix. It comprises whitemetal 
castings for the smokebox door, 
ATC box, boiler backhead and 
screw reverser; brass castings for 
the chimney, safety valve bonnet, 
bufferbeam fittings and brake 
standard; and a turned brass 
smokebox door handle. 
 

Replacement parts  
The replacement parts are 
intended to upgrade the less 
satisfactory aspects of the RTR 
product. These are: an accurate 
GWR drumhead smokebox door, 
a prototypical chimney and a lost-
wax cast brass safety valve 
bonnet. To fit these parts, it is 
best to unclip the boiler moulding 
from the rest of the plastic body. 
There are lugs where the boiler 
joins the firebox and beneath the 
smokebox. Also remove the boiler 
handrail by carefully easing the 

handrail stanchions out of the 
body moulding with tweezers or 
needle-nose pliers. 
 
Using a reasonably-sized flat file 
with a coarse cut, file the front of 
the smokebox flat, removing all 
trace of the moulded door. Finish 
with a finer file and abrasive 
paper of about 240 grit. You will 
end up with a hole in the centre of 
the smokebox front, but this will 
be covered by the new door. 
Using the same tools, also 
carefully remove the base of the 
chimney moulded onto the top of 
the smokebox. The plastic safety 
valve bonnet is a push-fit and can 
be removed with a sharp tug or by 
levering off. The new cast parts 
should be trial-fitted; it will be 
necessary to open out the holes 
in the top of the smokebox and 
firebox to accept the base spigots 
of the cast fittings. These are 
fixed with a suitable adhesive - we 
recommend a five-minute epoxy 
resin such as Araldite Rapid 
which gives time for adjustment. 
The smokebox door is best fitted 
with the boiler held vertically so 
that it will retain its position while 
the glue sets. A lump of Blu-Tack 
is good for this purpose. Take 
care to get the hinges parallel to 
the footplate - line them up with 
the foot of the smokebox saddle. 
 

Extra details  
The details include the push-pull 
fittings for the GWR auto-train 

gear - the universal couplings on 
the front and rear bufferbeams 
and the bracket that transmits the 
regulator drive beneath the 
locomotive. The universal 
couplings are integrated with the 
steam-heat pipes, while the front 
and rear vacuum pipe castings 
incorporate the ATC junction 
boxes. The ATC battery box is a 
separate casting, located to the 
rear of the cab step on the driver’s 
side; it is attached to the rear of 
the step moulding. 
 
The kit also includes cab fittings - 
backhead, reverser and brake 
standard - which can only be 
used where the RTR chassis has 
been replaced by a scale version 
(Comet’s LCP27); the position of 
the motor in RTR versions makes 
cab interior detailing 
impracticable. 
 
As with the replacement parts, the 
details are intended to be glue in 
place with epoxy or cyano 
adhesive. The locations of these 
parts are given in the sketch 
overleaf. To use the cab fittings, it 
will be necessary to install a cab 
floor, lower cab front and bunker 
front in 0.040" plasticard (not 
provided). The fittings can then be 
stuck in place. 
 
Note that, with care, it is possible 
to carry out these modifications to 
a painted body shell without 
damaging the livery finish; the 

new parts can then be touched in 
with black paint as required.  
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