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Etched pre-Group W-irons 

 

 
 
With straight and curved bridle 
bars. Sufficient for four 4-wheel 

wagons 
 
 
 
This RCH/pre-Group W-iron has 
been designed to ensure the 
maximum space between W-iron and 
floor is available. It is therefore 
suitable for 9" solebar wagon stock. 
The floor thickness can be increased 
and this is strongly recommended for 
white metal kits, particularly open 
wagons, where a thin 0.020" plastic 
floor is often supplied. 
 
All folds have the half-etched line on 
the inside. Where possible, use a 
vice or bending bars. 

A) W-irons 
 

 
 
1. Remove the bridle bars from the 
W-iron centre. Clean the holes to 
ensure all tab marks are removed. 
 
2. Bore out the bearing holes 
(nominal 2mm diameter) to suit your 
chosen bearings. 
 
3. Clean up your chosen bridle bar 
(RCH, GWR, LMS, LNER etc. are 
generally straight; LYR, NBR and 
some PO are curved) but do not 
separate it from the unwanted one. 
Solder the correct bar to the exterior 
surface of the W-iron so it is level 
with the bottom of the etched 
verticals, using the unwanted bar as 
a handle. Separate the bars and 
repeat for the second side. 
 
4. Bend the W-iron legs 90° inwards 
along the lines X-X indicated above. 
 
5. Bend the sides of the W-iron plate 
inwards along the lines Y-Y indicated 
above. 
 
6. Solder all etched folds, add the 
axlebox or axlebox/spring castings, 
then clean and prime using your 
usual brass primer. Paint to suit your 
wagon. 

B) Support plates 
 

 
 
The support plate may be folded in 
either the rocking or non-rocking 
mode. Choice will depend on gauge 
and personal preference. 
 
Non-rocking plate 
 
1. Remove all tab marks from the 
two support plates. 
 
2. Fold out the lugs to 90° along the 
line M-M indicated above. 
 
3. Fold up the sides of the support 
plate to 90° along the lines N-N 
indicated above. 
 
4. Solder along all etched folds. 
 
Rocking plate 
 
5. Follow steps 1, 2 and 4 above, but 
ignore step 3. This enables rocking 
to occur. 
 
 
Finally, drop the W-iron onto the 
support plate lugs. Twist or bend the 
lugs to secure the W-iron unit in 

place, but ensure it does not become 
displaced. 
 
 
A more up to date version of this 
instruction sheet may be available on 
the Wizard Models website. 
 
 

 is part of Wizard Models 
Limited. We stock a wide range of 
kits, components, and other 
necessities for the modeller in 00, 
EM and P4. Contact us at: 
 
PO Box 70 
BARTON upon HUMBER 
DN18 5XY 
 
Tel: 01652 635885 
 
Email: 
andrew@modelsignals.com 
 
Alternatively view our online shop at: 
www.wizardmodels.ltd 
 
Please contact us for any further 
assistance. 
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