
 

 
 
ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS 

 

Note: Although it appears you have 

sufficient parts to construct four adapters, 

due to a drawing error, only two are actually 

usable. Orient the frets so the code number S 

7/1 is facing you and is the correct way up. 

Discard the component on the extreme right 

hand side, and either one of the two left-hand 

side components. 

 

Burnish both sides of the etch with a 

fibreglass brush or similar, then remove the 

parts from the fret. With the half-etched lines 

denoting the “inside” of each part, pre-tin the 

whole of the inside of the narrower piece and 

the outside of the wider piece. Fold up the 

parts as shown below, with the half-etched 

lines on the inside, making sure that all sides 

are parallel in all dimensions. 

 
 

Make up the S03 or S03/4 arm, spectacle and 

back-light blinder on the 1.0mm brass axle, 

to be a snug fit in the slot at the top of the 

wider post fitting: 

 

 
 

Assess the bearing centres by measuring the 

dimension x-x and allow sufficient clearance 

for the moving parts. Ensure that the distance 

between the spectacle and back blinder is 

sufficient to clear the diameter of the chosen 

lamp casting. Inserting the axle 

perpendicularly into a balsa wood block and 

using balsa spacers will help to keep 

everything parallel. You may find it easier to 

paint the arm assembly and glaze the 

spectacles at this stage. 

 

Lightly oil the finished arm assembly and 

trap the axle in the top slot in a closing 

scissors action: 

 

  
 

When secure, apply the soldering iron to the 

bottom of the assembly, ensuring that the 

narrower outer fitting is equidistant to each 

side of the inner part. When set, repeat at the 

top of the post, giving only a brief touch with 

the iron to avoid any danger of heating up 

the arm assembly. Check that the arm moves 

freely in the slot. If it is too tight, file off the 

spacer z at the top of the assembly and the 

sides should spring apart sufficiently to give 

free movement. Solder on a replacement 

spacer made from a piece of scrap etch. The 

spacer y can now be cut away to allow the 

slot to be wedded to the top of the chosen 

signal post. Complete with lamp and finial 

appropriate to the Company being modelled. 

 
 
Note: The North Eastern Railway usually 

fixed ladders to the front of the signal post, 

as shown in the side elevation above. Most 

other Companies fixed the ladder to the post 

rear, either via an access platform or directly 

to the post. Always refer to a good 

photograph. 
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