
LS73 Pair of Bogie Pivot Plates 
 
This product is part of our complementary range of loco chassis components but it may also be used to 

enhance RTR products, replace those found in kits, or for scratchbuilding. It can be used in place of the 

swing arm supplied as standard in our 4-wheel loco bogies. The pivot plate allows the bogie to pivot and 

slide about the centre of its wheelbase and can be sprung to ensure good track holding. 
 
Suggested method of use 
 
1. Using the 8BA shouldered screw and nut supplied in the original bogie pack (available separately as 

pack LS46), solder the nut above the hole in the centre of the bogie stretcher. 
 
2. Feed the screw through the slot in the pivot plate. Springing this assembly will prevent excess 

movement and counter any tendency for the bogie to tilt. Suitable coil springs are available in pack C60. 
 
3. Reduce the spring by approximately 30% of its length. Place an 8BA washer (not supplied) over the 

screw, then the spring, and screw into the soldered nut until it locks in place. Note that the cut end of the 
spring must be placed onto the top of the nut. If it is placed under the washer and pivot plate it will work 
its way through the assembly and spoil the damping action. The assembly should slide smoothly across 
the slot in the pivot plate with minimal fore and aft play. 

 
4. Bend the reach arm of the pivot plate into a gentle offset or joggle. This will cause some of the weight of 

the loco to bear down on the bogie wheels and can be adjusted as required by increasing or reducing 

the offset. 
 
5. Try the assembly in the chassis and mark the position of the bogie fixing nut in the frame spacer, then 

solder the etched washer in place over the slot. Adjust as required to centre the bogie wheels. 
 
6. Screw the assembly in place. Test the springing and adjust the offset so that the bogie wheels are held 

down onto the railhead but without offloading the leading driving wheels. Check that the pivot plate is 

horizontal when viewed from the front and adjust if necessary. 
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