
C31  LNER TURNBUCKLE UNDERFRAME TRUSS 

This etch is offered to enable the modeller to portray earlier designs more accurately by substituting 

for the later steel angle type found on the Comet Models standard LNER underframes. It can be 

adapted for other coaches with similar trussing, or used for scratchbuilding. 

 

The etch contains parts for one 61'6" and one 51'1" underframe. The following sequence is 

suggested when adapting a Comet LNER underframe. 

 

1 Follow the build sequence given in the underframe instructions except that the angle truss 

should be left in the floor pan or cut out and discarded. 

2 Mark a centre line across the floor pan on the underside, then bend up the tabs on the spacer 

pieces and solder them against the inside of the solebars using the V shape notches to ensure 

they are aligned with the centre line. Use type “A” for 61'6" underframes and type “B” for 

51'1". 
3 Bend up the tabs on two of the queen post units and solder them to the floor against the ends 

of the spacer pieces. Check that the queen post units are upright. 

4 Select the appropriate turnbuckle and rodding set and engage the slots with those in the 

queen posts, securing with a small amount of solder. Gently grip the truss rod with pliers at 

the outer face of the queen post and adjust the angle to match that of the prototype. Trim off 

any excess length and solder the end of the truss rod against the inside face of the solebar. 

 

The turnbuckle truss rodding is necessarily delicate, so care must be taken when adding whitemetal 

detail and in subsequent handling. 

 

Queen post separation type A = 50mm, B = 47.5mm 
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