
 
 

 
 
Saxby & Farmer signals have been in use since the 
1860s in various forms and often remained in their 
original condition until the BR resignalling of the late 
1960s and early 1970s. Some may still be seen on the 
Bluebell Railway and other preserved lines. 
 
 
Identification of components on fret: 
1. Early home arms (2) 
2. Early distant arm (1) 
3. Later home arms (3) 
4. Goods & calling on arms (2) 
5. Spectacle plates (7) 
6. Lamp back blinders (7) 
7. Goods line ring (1) 
8. Coligny-Welch distant reflector (1) 
9. Balance levers (7) 
10. Balance lever brackets (7) 
11. Lamp brackets and bearings for 4. (2) 
12. GER lampman’s platform 
13. 4' x 3' brackets (2) 
 
Detail differences existed between lines using the same 
parts, e.g. the GER used a through the post arm bearing, 
whereas the LBSCR used a side arm bearing and usually 

mounted the ladder at the front of the post, as shown in 
the header sketch. Lampman’s platforms were also 
different in each case. You are strongly advised to 
research the signal you intend building by referring to 
good photographs which abound these days in the wide 
range of albums and line histories available. 
 

 
 
ASSEMBLY 
 

 
 
To assemble the arm, pin it face up onto a balsa block. 
Tin the area around the holes. Put a lightly greased wire 
peg through the lower hole, and locate a pre-tinned 
spectacle plate above it. Place a 0.80mm brass wire axle 
through the opened-out bearing hole and solder all three 
parts together. Remove the peg from the pull rod hole 
and clean up.

The back blinder (6) is soldered onto a 0.45mm brass 
wire lever with 188° or 220° solder. When the axle has 
been put through a greased bearing (use MSE's T116 
tube), the end is cleaned and tinned and a paper washer 
forced over it. The free end of the wire lever is placed 
on the axle and soldered with 145° or 70° solder so that 
the back light is exposed when the arm is on, but 
obscured when the arm is off. This step is best carried 
out after painting both arm and post. Bearing (11 should 
be used for a shunt ahead arm, as shown. 
 

Bearing (10) is folded up so it 
is a close fit on the balance 
lever (9). Pre-tin the back and 
use 70° solder to fix it in place 
on the appropriate post face. 
Add an SC0041/1 balance 
weight to the long end of the 
lever. Drill through the bearing 
and post with a 0.5mm drill and 

insert the lever, trapping it with a 26swg wire axle 
which can be soldered in place at the opposite side of 
the post, thus avoiding soldering the lever up solid. 
 

The Coligny-Welch reflector 
(8) was only used until the late 
1920s to distinguish red arm 
distant signals from stop arms 
when both were painted the 
same colour. At this time, 
distants had a white chevron or 
even a vertical stripe like the 
home arm, and red and white or 
red and green spectacles just as 
the home arm. The reflector 

exhibited a chevron when illuminated and was integral 
with the distant arm's lamp.

 
PAINTING 
 
As always, refer to photographs, but generally the whole 
signal should be sprayed white, with the bottom 4ft of 
the post and GER finials being painted black. Most 
other ironwork and lamps should be black. 
 
Before 1922, distant arms were painted red with a 
vertical white stripe, just like stop arms. Later they had a 
white chevron on red, and after 1922 the colour changed 
to the familiar yellow with a black chevron. The stop 
arm was always red with a white vertical stripe about 
10" in from the outer end. The reverse was always white 
with a black stripe or chevron repeating that on the 
front. 
 
Stop arm spectacles are generally red for the top and 
blue/green for the bottom one. Distants were initially red 
for the top and white below, later green, until the arm 
colour changed when they then became yellow and 
green. 
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